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OUR PROMISE   
We can promise you one 
thing only: Students will 
leave our courses with a 
much greater understand-
ing of the French lan-
guage. They will have a 
deeper degree of certain-
ty, and understanding of 
what is involved in study-
ing French at senior level. 
They will also enjoy the 
experience!!  

As you may be aware, our students consistently fulfil their 
individual potential using our exclusive material here at 
French Notes. We help our students achieve this, as we are 
entirely committed to providing exclusive notes and per-
sonal mentoring. We have been asked by many students 
across the country to provide a forum for learning.  
We are delighted to announce our new 4 hour revision 
courses, which will take place in Mary Immaculate College, 
Limerick on selected dates between August 2017 and June, 
2018. Why consider doing a course with French Notes? All 
of our courses are given by Elizabeth Hayes-Lyne who has 
vast experience as a French teacher, former examiner and 
published author. Elizabeth is completely bi-lingual, having 
lived in France for several years, before coming back to Ire-
land.  



Mary Immaculate 
College is a celebrat-
ed centre of learn-
ing, and we feel that 
by holding our revi-
sion courses here, 
students will already 
come into the course 
with a ‘learning’ 
mind-set. At a per-
sonal level, Elizabeth 
has a great affinity 
with Mary Immacu-
late College after 
completing a first 
class honours degree 
in French Literature, 
and receiving the 
College Medal for 
overall first place in 
the Liberal Arts de-
gree programme.  

WHY MARY IMMACULATE COLLEGE? 

French is the most commonly taught language in secondary schools in Ireland. However 
as a language, it is also one of the most difficult subjects. You cannot cover the entire 
course, as a language is never-ending. However with the right guidance, you can pre-
pare yourself for any eventuality in the exam. At French Notes, we don’t believe that 
giving students a book of notes, without proper guidance is the answer! Our content 
has been carefully selected so that students learn a skill, not just a pile of random words 
and grammar, and no understanding of how they work together. At French Notes, the 
aim of our courses is to give students mastery over their own learning. We are not at all 
in favour of students learning off essays in the hope that “one of them might come up!” 
This is nonsense in our opinion. We would be much happier if a student has several 
“Eureka” moments over the course, and come to understand that French is not as diffi-
cult as they once firmly believed. Logically, French should not be difficult to an English 
speaker as over half of what we say comes from French!!  

FRENCH AS A SUBJECT 



WHAT CAN I EXPECT  
ON THE REVISION DAYS? 

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN  
HONOURS FRENCH AT SENIOR LEVEL? 

We will give students an overall appreciation and explanation of what is 
involved in Honours French at Leaving Cert level. The students will be 
taken through the main components of the exam, how it is broken 
down, and the division of marks.  

COURSE CONTENT 

Details 

At 30%, the reading comprehension is a section which is often done, without any 
thought-out methodology. Students will be shown how to correctly tackle texts, 
which vary from highly topical to quite obscure.  Explanations will be given using 
comprehensions from past papers and from French Notes’ exclusive material.  
Students will be show how to break down and dissect the text, so that on the day 
of the exam, valuable time is not wasted on trying to figure out what exactly they 
are being asked. Students will also gain an insight into how questions are usually 
framed, and understand nuanced phraseology.  

If you were to ask any senior level student who has just transitioned from the 
Junior Cycle programme, they will all voice the opinion that they cannot write!  
With 100 marks or 25% going for this section, it simply has to be mastered! On 
our revision course, the students will not only learn how to frame an opinion 
piece, they will actually write one before the end of each session! Using our 
unique “jig-saw” method, the students will understand how various components 
of language work together. By a correct application of this method, students will 
learn to write grammatically correct, accurate written pieces.  
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As you know the oral is worth a very sizeable chunk of the whole exam at 25%  
This equates to 100 marks which is broken down into the following:  
 Pronunciation 20%  
 Vocabulary 20% 

 Structure 30% 

 Communication 30%  
We will highlight where students lose marks, using recommendations made by the 
Chief Examiner.  
As mentioned above, the transition from Junior to Senior cycle French is made all 
the more difficult by a move from receptive to productive skills. As a former exam-
iner for the Oral Exam, Elizabeth has the requisite skills to put her students at ease, 
while eliciting as much as possible from the student. Sample questions and an-
swers will be provided in each session, and the students will each be given the op-
portunity to parler en français!  

The receptive skills of listening have been practiced from 1st to 
3rd year and in Transition year also. However, the listening is 
more difficult at senior level, due to the exactness of the an-
swers required. As the author of an aural book, Elizabeth will 
take the students through a comprehensive and varied selection 
of listening pieces. The listening accounts for 20% of the total 
marks at French Honours level.  

Grammar is the way words are put together to form proper sentences. Without a 
correct understanding of French grammar, there is really no point in pursuing 
French as a subject. Grammar is the foundation stone on which the French lan-
guage rests. During the course of the revision session, students will be taught 
many elements of grammar without necessarily realising it. We can do this, as we 
teach grammar in context. When reading, students will be made aware of why cer-
tain words or grammatical constructions are used, and then shown how this gram-
mar “fits” into the text. By learning grammar in this way, students not only under-
stand, but can then transfer this knowledge into their own writing effortlessly. 
They will be shown how to spot grammatical constructions, and then write sample 
sentences based on their findings. An excellent knowledge of verbs and tenses 
lead to grammatically flawless written expression. Be prepared though! On each 
revision day, we will incorporate contextualised grammar learning with good old-

fashioned verb drills!!  
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 August 2017: Saturday, 26th
 

 September 2017: Saturday, 30th  

 October 2017: Saturday, 21st 

 November 2017: Saturday, 25th
 

 December 2017: Saturday, 30th
  

 January 2018: Saturday, 27th
 

 February 2018: Saturday, 24th
  

 March 2018: Saturday, 24th
  

 April 2018: Saturday, 28th
 

 May 2018: Saturday 19th
 & 26th

 

 June 2018: Saturday, 9th
 

REVISION DATES 

 

2017 /2018 

Our Revision Courses take place from 13h00 - 17h00 - Registration takes place 15 minutes prior to  
commencement of course.  
 

Please download a copy of your booking form and bring it along on the day. You may also book any 
subsequent dates on the date of course that you attend. (Subject to availability). 



 The course content will be different on each of the courses, so if you decide to attend 
more than one, you will always be presented with new material at each session. All of 
our branded material can be used at home, but we ask you not to share it, as it is 
strictly protected by copyright laws.  

 Phones must be switched off for the full duration of the session. This is to facilitate 
the learning of others and one’s own learning. 

 Strictly no photography or video taking allowed, for the protection and right to priva-
cy of all attendees on the course. 

 The course coordinator, Elizabeth is Garda-vetted and is a registered member of The 
Teaching Council of Ireland.  

 Courses take place from 13h00 – 17h00 with a 15 minute break in between.  
 Please note that there is no food allowed into the classroom, and the only drink per-

mitted is water.  
 Smoking and/or e-cigarettes are not allowed in the immediate vicinity of the class-

room or within the Tara Building of Mary Immaculate College.  



 

 

Getting to MIC: Travel Information 
 

Driving 

Visitor parking is best accessed by car from the Courtbrack Avenue entrance to Mary Immaculate Col-
lege (as if going to the Lime Tree Theatre); there is a mix of free and paid-for parking.  
 

Once you have entered, follow the road and tree-lined avenue and the first two carparks are on the 
left (although accessed by going through a barrier, they are free). If you pass these car parks, the road 
leads around to a roundabout; the large imposing building to the right is TARA. Off the roundabout, 
there is another large carpark (free on weekends; paid-for on weekdays—€3 a day flat fee).  
 

Visitors are advised not to enter via MIC’s main entrance on the South Circular Road because there is a 
staff carpark directly ahead (only open to visitors on weekends) and a limited number of reserved 
spaces.  
 

Do not park in the bus parking spaces or set-down areas outside the TARA and Tailteann buildings. Do 
not park in the disabled parking area directly in front of Summerville House or any other spots desig-
nated as such unless you have a valid Disabled Driver/Passenger Permit. Do not park in spaces re-
served for staff or named visitors. Clamping is in operation on campus if cars are parked illegally. 
 

On-Street Parking 

There is on-street parking surrounding the College on O’Connell Avenue, Summerville Avenue, the 
South Circular Road, Courtbrack Avenue, New Street and Henry Street. Most of this is 2-hour disc park-
ing but closer the city may be 1 hour. With some areas, it is only necessary to put a disc up Monday to 
Friday and there will be signs outlining the requirements on individual streets.  
 

Discs can be purchased in most local shops and you can use them one at a time only (e.g. putting up 
two discs to cover a 4 hr period is not allowed). When the 2 hour period passes and your disc times 
out, a traffic warden may give a parking fine. Limerick City Council also offers an e-parking service 
(http://www.limerickparking.ie) by using the website, calling a local phone number or by downloading 
a smartphone App. This allows you to secure and extend your parking remotely without physically 
changing discs. 
 

Nearby Car Parks 

The Clayton Hotel, Steamboat Quay (formerly the Clarion) has a Euro Car Park 15 metres from the 
front door so after taking the turn off for the entrance from either direction, the car park is on the 
right. Also, if you continue past the hotel entrance, there is a limited amount of Pay and Display park-
ing here. www.eurocarparks.ie, 01-8908320. 
Q-Park Henry Street (address is Mount Kennett) is another nearby option: http://www.q-park.ie, 061-

405868.  

http://www.limerickparking.ie
http://www.eurocarparks.ie
http://www.q-park.ie


 

In both these cases, there is 15-20 minute walk to MIC—either by continuing along the Dock Road or 
along upper Henry Street and turning off as needed.  
 

There is also a Q-Park multi-storey at Harvey’s Quay behind a large branch of Dunnes Stores (061-

468240) but that is a significant walk of 20-30 minutes to MIC, straight up Henry Street.  
 

Bus Routes 

Two main bus services stop in the vicinity of MIC. 
 

With the 304 service (University of Limerick to Ballycummin), you can get on at the University of Limer-
ick, Stables Bar or in the City Centre at Sarsfield Street, for example, and the relevant stop is at the for-
mer Scoil Carmel on O’Connell Avenue. From there, to get to MIC, walk left until you come to the Peo-
ny Court restaurant, cross at the traffic lights and walk down New Street. At the end of the street, turn 
right for MIC.  http://www.buseireann.ie/timetables/1479809097-304.pdf 
 

The 304A (see details below under Colbert Station) allows you to get on at UL, the station or if coming 
in the opposite direction, opposite the St Nessan’s Road entrance to the Crescent Shopping Centre in 
Dooradoyle. 
 

Other options  
 

Crescent Shopping Centre 

There are 1,500 free parking spaces here.  
 

On Foot 

MIC is around 15-20 minutes’ brisk walk from the centre. Exiting from the St Nessan’s Road entrance, 
cross the road and walk right, branch off left to the South Circular Road (there is a slipway here branch-
ing from the main Ballinacurra Road) and continue straight. When you arrive at Fennessy’s Bar (which 
will be on your right), continue straight and cross the road. If you continue straight, MIC will be on the 
left. 
 

By Bus 

There is a bus stop for the 304A service across the road from the St Nessan’s Road entrance and that 
stops at Egleston Photography on O’Connell Avenue. When you alight, go right and turn right. At the 
Redemptorist Church, go left and a few minutes’ later, you’ll arrive at MIC. 
 

Colbert Train & Bus Station  
The station offers all day parking for a reasonable fee and there is a taxi rank directly outside. 
 

By Bus 

The 304A service (University of Limerick to Raheen) picks up at Hyde Road Post Office (standing at the 
station facing out, go left to find it). Get off at the next stop at former Scoil Carmel on O’Connell Ave-
nue. From there, to get to MIC, walk left until you come to the Peony Court restaurant, cross at the 
traffic lights and walk down New Street. At the end of the street, turn right for MIC.  
http://www.buseireann.ie/timetables/1479809115-304A.pdf  
 

On Foot 

The station is around 15-20 minutes’ brisk walk from MIC. Cross the road to People’s Park, from there 
follow the railings along the left perimeter towards Edward Street (a green area will be opposite), take 
the second right for Wolfe Tone Street. Follow the street to the end and then cross the road, taking the  

http://www.buseireann.ie/timetables/1479809097-304.pdf
http://www.buseireann.ie/timetables/1479809115-304A.pdf


 

street directly ahead (Gerard Street). At the end of this street, turn left onto the South Circular Road. 
Pass the Redemptorist Church and a few minutes’ later, you’ll arrive at MIC.  
 

Further information: http://www.irishrail.ie/travel-information/limerick-colbert  
 

Les Directions 
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